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State Newsletter at Last

Well here we are in 2010

coming up let us know. W

and we are finally attempt-
ing to produce and distrib-
ute a State newsletter.
What | am considering is
producing this newsletter ,
placing it on to our State
Website and emailing to all
Sub Branches, National and
to other States for them to
distribute as they see fit.
Please forward any items
of interest that you would

may be able to attend them
if you want. Hopefully you
will be able to use this fo- #%
rum to let us know of anygis
new members you mays
have, your new Executive
Let us know what is happeng
ing in your area welfare #Ess.
wise. You may have a prob-=
lem that some one else ma. & "

have and there maybe
someone who can help you

like to see included in this
newsletter then please for- Let me take this opportunit
ward to me the more the to thank all the committe
merrier. If there is anything members from last year fofhS 4
exciting happening in your an excellent job and may S
area let us know, we would congratulate the new ex
love to hear it. Are there €cutives for the coming
any special functions, eventsyear

NATIONAL CONGRESS, CALOUNDRA, QLD

of hosting the National Con-nately this function will bewill be a bottle of red and a
gress of the Association thidy invite only. The congresbottle of white wine per table
year. It will be conducted itself will commence orand some drinks. Entertainmen
at the Caloundra RSL inThursday 20th may atis be provided by a group ap-
Caloundra from 19th May approx 9.00AM and will be propriately named Radio Sai-
to 22nd May 2010. officially opened by the gon. This is a five person group
There is to be an execuuveM'niSter for Veterans Af-dressed in Vietnam era clothes
meeting conducted the af_falrs Mr. Alan Griffin. Theand singing Vietham era songs.
ternoon of 18th May com- congress will continue€ost is $50_00 per head. Make
mencing at 1600hr and a through Thursday and cora party of it and come along ANZAC DAY
National Council meetingCIUde on Friday at approx and enjoy yourselves plus meetiEiNet =i te
1600hr. your  National Executive. It

held in Caloundra RSL on
Wednesday 19th May com- There will be a Congress should be a night to remember.
Accommodation is available at

mencing at 1400hr. dinner conducted at the,
Caloundra RSL on the Fr@:buﬁggges Oasis Resort,
day night commencing at
approx 1800hr for 1830
nhrs and consist of canapés
Sh arrival, two course alter-
nate drop main meal and a

Alpha Company 1RAR lines up at the “Snake Pit’
olete webbi i

i n
Dinky’ ith 1 ince its formation i 1948,

MILITARY
SUPERANNUATION

PROSTATHESTING
AND OPERATION
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BLACK Duck
COTTAGE

VVAA
On the evening of 19th
May there is to a mayoral
reception conducted at the
Caloundra RSL commenci
at 6.00PM and lasting
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INDEXATION

TAXATION

COMMUTATION

SPOUSE BENEFI

AMALGAMATION
OF SCHEMES

Another matter that | be-
lieve all of us in receipt of
Mil super should be vitally
interested in is the current
situation with Military Su-
perannuation. There are a
number of problems asso-
ciated with this.

Indexation

As you are aware there
has been a concerted ef-
fect made to ensure that
the indexation of Military
Superannuation be
changed to come into line
with all other schemes
and pensions. Currently
the military super
schemes, DFRB AND

-~ DFRDB etc are only in-

dexed according to CPI
but just about all others
are indexed to CPI,
MTAWE or PBLCI. Most
government reviews etc
have stated categorically
that the CPI indexing is
out of date and should no
longer be used.

Taxation

As you may be aware in a
recent budget the govern-
ment announced that pen-
sioners over 60 would not
pay tax on their super
however what the govern-
ment did not announce
was the Mil Super
schemes were not in-
cluded because they were

There have been some
interesting  topics  dis-
cussed at the recent State
Consultative Forum with
DVA. The first one is in

~——relation to the new trans-

@ port Go Card. | know this

does not affect everyone
but!! Recently the State
Government  introduced
the Go Card for use on
Translink services. The
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not self funded. DFRDB
and DFRB were self
funded until Paul Keating
closed down the DFRDB
etc and put the money into
consolidated revenue in
about 1993.

Commutation

As you may be aware
when a service person
retired from the forces
after doing a minimum of
20 years they were enti-
tled to comsuper under
the DFRDB and DFRB.
Also when a person re-
tired they could commute
4 years of pension into a
lump sum; however your
pension would be de-
ceased by an amount of
money necessary to pay
back that amount using a
personos
span, in my day that was
about 70. What happens
in reality is that the re-
duced amount DOES
NOT CHANGE even when
you reach the notional age
so therefore you keep
paying back more than
you received

Spouse Benefit

At the moment if you are
on DFRDB/DFRB and you
are married and you die
your spouse gets 62.5%
of your pension for the

idea of this was to be able
to cut out paper tickets.
There are no Go Cards for
TPI, only concessional
ones for normal pension-
ers where you pay about
half fare. The situation is
and | will quote my own. If
| were to pay for a Go
Card and travel by train
from Caboolture to Central
it would cost me up to
$10.80 return but by me
using my TPl warrants

not

MILITARY SUPERANNUATION

rest of their lives. If a Par-
liamentarian is married
and they die and are enti-
tled to super their wife
gets 82.5% of their super.
WHY the vast difference.
Amalgamation of all Su-
per Schemes under one
umbrella

At the moment the senate
is holding an enquiry into
a proposed bill to amalga-
mate all super schemes
under one umbrella and
that includes all Civvy and
Military. There are propos-
ing a board of some ten
members, 5 by the gov-
ernment, 3 by the ACTU
and 2 by CDF. The chair
will be nominally approved
by Minister for Finance,
Lindsay Tanner, need we
sap mark. We | niedd eto
impress on people that the
military veterans have a
special status and we
have a very unique nature
of service in that when we
sign on we forfeit our Civil
rights and have to do as
we are told, which in-
cludes going to war, mov-
ing every couple of years,
children changing schools
regularly. We need a
board of our own. We
should agree that all the
mil super boards should
be amalgamated but not

with civvies.
Welfare

and getting a paper ticket
it costs the government
$15.80 for the same trip.
The State Govt is looking
into this.

The second point is in
relation to the PSA Blood
test. The PSA Blood test
is done to help identify
Prostate cancer early.
Last year it was amended
to say that we could only
be paid for one test per
year. My doctor along with
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Welfare Continued

many other doctors have
stated that one test per
twelve months is insuffi-
cient. DVA, including the
Minister has stated that if
there is a clinical need
then DVA will pay for the
extra tests but the doctors
have to prove the clinical
need. DVA is investigating
and Ivan Carozzal has
stated not to pay the bill
but get in touch with him.

The third matter is in rela-
tion to Robotic Prostate
Surgery. There are three

ways of having surgery of

Your New State Executive

Let me introduce you to
your new state executive
starting from the top. Your
President is me, John
Smith again. And | am
from Bne Nth and ex
Army.

The Snr Vice President is
Greg Norris from Bribie
Island. Greg has been a
Sub Branch President,
Delegate to State and Na-

As you are aware we have
had our first meeting for
the year plus our AGM.
And at last we have a full
team. The remaining
meeting for this year are
14tho 16th May hosted
by the Redcliffe Sub
Branch and held in the
Redcliffe RSL with a Meet
N Greet on the Friday
14th commencing at
5.30PM and meeting Sat-
urday 15th May com-
mencing at 10.00AM, with
accommodation at the La

the prostate, the first is the
normal old way, the sec-
ond is keyhole and the
third is Robotic. Basically
the differences are that
there is less bleeding and
trauma with the Robotic
so therefore recovery time
is vastly reduced however
it is much more expensive
and at the moment be-
cause of the cost it cannot
be done and paid for by
DVA. However once again
DVA have stated that if

tional and a State Vice
President and ex RAAF

The Junior Vice President
is Keith Fraser who is
from Gympie and is ex
Army and has been Sub
Branch Treasurer and
Delegate to State

The Secretary is Carl
Boyébe
Nth. He has been Bne

Nth Vice President and

State Meeting Dates

Vida on ANZAC, ANZAC
Ave, Redcliffe

The next meeting is being
hosted by the Townsville
Sub Branch from 27th to
29th August with Accom-
modation at the Aitkenvale
Hotel Motel from 27th Au-
gust with meet n greet at
Townsville RSL on Friday
and meeting on Saturday

The October meeting is
being conducted at Kinga-
roy from 17thd 19th with
more details to come. The

and i s

there is a clinical need
and this is proven then
DVA will cover the cost. It
is up to the doctor to
prove the clinical need
and from advice given it
will need to be more than
two lines maybe two
pages.

President, delegate to
State and is ex RAAF

Your Treasurer you know
as he was the previous
Vice President. His name
is David Fiechtner and he
is ex Army and a member
of the Sunshine Coast
Sub Branch

from Bne

December meeting will be
conducted in Gympie from
3rdd 5th December. This
meeting has been moved
forward so as not to clash
with other Sub Branch
activities.

Our AGM for 2011 will be
hosted by Cool Tweed
and most probably will be
conducted at the Cur-
rumbin-Palm Beach RSL
from 25th to 27th Febru-
ary with accommodation
at the Estuary Motel, Palm
Beach more to follow

PSA BLOOD
TEST
ROBOTIC
PROSTATE
SURGERY
GO CARD
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ANZAC DAY DAWN SERVICEALL WELCOME

The ANZAC Day Dawn
Service in Brisbane was
first organized and run by
the AIF Association. In
1 1931 the Diggers Assn
- took over the control of
this service and has done
“ a marvelous job of it up
until last year, some 78
years, when they gifted
the control and organis-
= ing of the ANZAC Day
. Dawn Service to the
JVVAA QId along with
their premises at Grey
Street, Sth Brisbane.

APPVAQ, ADCC, Digger
Assn, along with repre-
sentatives from the Qld
Govt in Simon Finn, Par-
liamentary Secretary to
the Premier on Vet Affairs
matters, The Brishane
City Council with Peter
Rule, Town Clerk and
Her Excellency, The Gov-
ernor of Qld, Ms Pene-
lope Wensley, AO as our
Patron in Chief. The RAR
Assn is also a member
and we have invited the
NAA and RAAFA to come

will have the Australian
Army band and the Bris-
bane Boys College choir
participating.  Students
from BBC will be acting
as Guard of Honour
along with the Venturers
and also escorts to the
VIP during wreath laying.

The BBC students and
Venturers will be handing
out the order of service
and will also be handing
out donation ribbons. The
ANZAC Day Dawn Ser-

COME ALONG AN
ENJOY THE
ATMOSPHERE O
THE ANZAC DAY
DAWN SERVICE |
THE PRE DAWN
DARKNESS OF
ANZAC SQUARE,
BRISBANE

il Early this year we formed

on board. We also have
representatives from De-
fence, QId Police Service
and SES. This year we

a combined committee
consisting of us, VVFAQ,

Pl ace,

Zacos

715

vice Combined Commit-
tee (ADDSCC) is a sub
committee of the ADCC.

Ros s

Introduction accommodation and all
Zac's Place is a six bed- meals. The meals are nor-
room house used as a mally a light breakfast and
short/long term accommo- lunch.

dation centre. The house Who can use this ser-
is solely owned and con- vice

trolled by the VVAA QLD The house is available to
Branch with the VVAA all Veterans and their
Townsville Sub Branch families, current serving
responsible for the day to Defence Force members
day management and run- and their families, and
ning. Zac's Place can ac- other community charita-
commodate up to eleven ble organisations. If
people, including family space permits there is
members, in an alcohol also accommodation
free environment . There available for family mem-
are Bar B Q facilities and bers who are visiting their
outdoor entertainment serving relatives in the
areas with a huge area Townsville area.
suitable for those people

with a green thumb and Please note: All accom-
growing most green veg- modation requests are
gies for the residents and subject to an interview
also for the Sub Branch to with the House Manager
sell at the local market on and availability of beds.

a Sunday morning To arrange interview
Tariff please phone the Man-
The tariff for staying at ager, Mrs. Margaret
Zacbs Pl ace

night or $150.00 per 6980 or after hours 4723
week. This covers your 7022
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Facilities of Za
Guests have the use of all
facilities and resources of
the house including televi-
sion, stereo, telephone
(charges apply) and com-
fortable surroundings. All
guests must be self suffi-
cient with their medical
problems as nursing facili-
ties are not available on
site.

What 6s Availabl e
About 100 metres away is
the  Willows  Shopping
Centre with Super Mar-
kets, Restaurants, Banks,
Department Stores and
most other stores for most
of your daily requirements.
Across the road is the
brand new sports arena
catering for Aussie Rules
and Cricket. There is also
bus transport available to
take you to most areas of
Townsville. There are ho-
tels and clubs within easy

Btandfet2 6n. @8 4778 ryeach. Transport is avail-

able if needed to pick up
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Zacos Pl ace continued

on arrival or drop off on
departure and also for
medical appointments etc.
House Manager

The current House Man-
ager is Mrs. Margaret
Standfast, a current Vice
President of the VVAA
Townsville Sub Branch
and the widow of Bill
Standfast, also a Past Sub
Branch Vice President.
Margaret is always avail-
able for any enquiries and
is responsible for organis-
ing the Menus in consulta-
tion with our resident chef,
budgets, collection of rent
monies and overall control
of the bookings.

Resident Chef

Our Resident Chef is Mr.
Jason Spur, a Somali Vet
who is fully qualified in
everything from Asian to
Silver Service. Jason in
always willing to give a
hand and is responsible
when asked to prepare
the evening meal

All veterans and families
or serving and/or ex ser-
vice personnel are always
welcome and will be
warmly received by a very
dedicated management
and staff.
also the home of the Viet-
nam Veterans Association
of  Australia (VVAA)

Townsville Sub Branch
where they also are willing
to discuss and prepare
any papers etc required
for Pension, Welfare and
Advocacy needs.

Zacos Pl ace i

VVAA Bne Nth, Lot 3 Ogg Rd, Murrumba Downs

VVAA Bne Nth HQ and
Drop in Centre
And Vietham Veterans
Place
In about 1995 i 96, The
Pine Rivers Shire Council
approached the Brisbane
North Sub Branch to see if
we would be interested in
developing a Centre for
our meetings, welfare
work and a drop in centre.
They originally offered us
a five acre property near
the Inverpine War Veter-
ans Home. Over the next
couple of years the coun-
cil changed ideas until
eventually they came up
with the idea of placing an
old home on a Council
piece of land opposite

John Oxley Reserve.

The Council then pur-
chased an old home from
the Lawnton Baptist
Church, renovated it and
placed it on what is now
known as Yvonne Barlow
Park. We share this with
the Pine Rivers over 50s.
We each have half the
building each. The total
cost of the renovation

which included replacing
the roof because of as-
bestos was approx $250
000.

We moved into the Cot-
tage in 1998 and pay
small yearly rent. This
lease was for five years
and we have currently
agreed to a further 5 by 5
by 5 year lease for the
same amount.

Another project that the
Council instigated was the
establishment of Vietnam
Veterans Place, Cnr Duf-
field and Anzac Ave, Kal-
langur. The cost to the
Council for this was
approx $18000. All the
planning and prep work
was carried out by a mem-
ber of the Council, Mr
Wes Mortensen at no
charge to wus. Vietnam
Veterans Place consists of
a concrete map in the
ground depicting Vietnam
with the North painted red
and the South green.
Placed in the map are
brass plants depicting the
places that Australian
troops served in namely,

Saigon, Bien Hoa, Phan
Rang, Nui Dat, Da Nang
and Vung Tau.

There are also plaques to
the three services, Navy
Army and Air Force. There
is a memorial rock in
place with all the medals
and unit citations that
were awarded plus three
flag poles. There is a
paved walkway with the
names of all the major
units hand stamped into
them by the members of
the Sub Branch. Vietnam
Veterans Place was offi-
cially dedicated on the
18" August 1996.

A couple of interesting
facts are the Pavers were
donated by PGH, the
members of the sub
branch stood guard over
the wet concrete so as to
prevent damage and all
plants were donated by a
local nursery a few times
due to people who thought
the plants looked better in
their own yards
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FEELING OUT
OF SORTS
NEED TO CHIL
ouT

NEED SOME
DOWN TIME

JUST WANT A
REST

NEED PEACE
AND QUIET



